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INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS PANEL
WEEKLY SUMMARY NO. 18

For week ending 3 August 1948
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_ Ihreats to Palestine truce. Two weeks aflgr its beginning,
creaky second truce in the Holy Land fs under heavy pressure

. from three sources:--(1) the ediator's insbility to enforce it
- effectively, owing to inadequate observer forces and no machinery
for judging and acting on violations; (2) the increasingly
belligerent attitude of Israel, which, consclous of its superior
military position and of UN backing, 1s grgwing cooler to the
demllitarization of Jerusalem &and appears to be expanding its
territorial ambitions; and {3) the acute Arab refugee problem, ,
wihich, if not ameliorated at leest on a temporary basis, may cause
a strong Arab reaction. **Jedimstor Bernsdotte has protested that
he cennot cerry out truce enforcement end the demilitarization
of Jetusalem without the personnel and equipment requested,
including forces to police the city, and has threatened to resign
unlees his demands are met.** o :

All of theee problems require prompt and effective action
by the UN and by the US and the UK, chlef interested powers, if
any solution ies to be found. It is apparently impossible to
recruit and train a UN police force for immediate use in Jerusalem,
while employment of locel Arabs-and Jewe would be ineffective.
Therefore demilitarizaetion may well dependAg%:h the temporary
loan of military units by the three Truce {oitmission powers.
Sinllarly, & stern UN hend may be the only way to force Israel to
observe the truce andi agree to demilitarization. Sinoe the
‘Mediator's resources to cope with the refugee problem are
extremely limited, UN aid here, too, appears necessary. The
longer the fediator is left without meens to solve these problems,
at least on an ad hog basis, the more explosive the eltuation will
beocome and the more 1ikely an overt act by either side may again

precipitate open warfare in Palestine. =

-o-

% UN prospects for Berlin dispute. Syria's action in urging
the Blg Four to submit the Berlin dispute to the Security Counocil
as & threat to the peace has brought that impasse closer to a
hearing in the UN. **While the case could.pe broug%a-up in either
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tho m:-:. Auoubl.y or tho 80, . it tpmu m ht«r ulteruttn

.‘orut more effective presemtation of the western point of
vzu. Under Article 87 of the UN Oharter, all states party to-
‘a dispute (in this case four of the permennt mesbers snd pousbj
~the Soviet Ukraine) must adstain from voting on eny recommended
method of settlement. This procedure dces not hold for .
stronger measuyes outlined in Ohlptor VII. There, Article 40
m o8 that the S0 may osll on the parties to teke sotion,
‘necessary to the maintenanoe of the pesce, without projn- )
‘the "rights, olaims or position of the parties conocerned®,
n rs likely thet **a2 majority of nine votes ocould de
mtcm in favor of uieconncu order (such as one to.raime the
dlookade). Although likely to be frustrated Ly a Soviet veto, |
such -an order would have great moral weight in bdbaoking or oondonins
any subsequent move by the western powers to refsr the matter to
the g:n or to t.ake any aelr-doronu measures berore or during 1“

lOll o «

onun um hnbrongat the coponhgon Bmﬂout ng onferemoe to a ‘

halt. Convened for the purp assigning freq ies to all
- Burope, the conferénce bogged down over the problem of alloonting
~ frequencies to Gemeny. ESoviet dolcaatn insist that the
oococupying gmors ‘veceive one f: r zone and a single. mam
frequency for troop broadocast e refusing to accept an 4
- exact numeriocel lmutlon, the mJority of the other European .
Goveraments, led by the UK and France, have agreed to ellocate
only "minisum technical means" to each Zone. Suoh lack of CoL
‘g preclation of US needs and responsibilities-in Germeny .might
versely affeot Western Europe as a whole onoce the US publ.ic
became aware that US lilitezry Government had been deprived of .
., vital technical facilities at a time when 1t was spearheading
Western reslstance to the USSR in Berlin.- The ¥utéldsg US: megatim :
/ nou believes that only strong diplomatid pressure for adjournmt
e can extriocate the British and French delogationa fron
unfortunate pod.t:.on. \

: S0_returns NET dispute ta c. rollmins an acrimonioua
debate on ' ] d [ces Committee report, the ...c\ _
agoepted a chinace rosolution urging the two parties %0 eontinue
norkgng tonard a peaceful solution through the GOG., The lat-ter!s

report critioiaed Dutch pouoy 1n Indanoaia, stating Dutoh traae

!
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rutrlct!.ono smounted t-o an eooncnio blook-do nhich ln essonce
uohhd the R.nvnle Asremub. buin of the present discussions.

The . GOC, hcmaver. remains 1n . bankrupt ponitlon. As stated
in {te report, unless one side 0r the other makes conoessions, :
thers is no poulbuity of rosching & solution. To date the

\ nowbno has yioldeﬂ the most, with little being given up by the

~Dutehe It is possidble, however, that two oircumstances will :
bresk the deadlock:--first, the long-swaited installation of the
nex Dutch cadinet will enable the Netherland's negotiators to
receive polioy ipstructions and second, the presence of new GOC
represe ati'us my pravide a rr«h appronch. .

- o -
8 sh _gue like: t _be ived. Prospects for the
reviva @ Epanish lssus urished agein with Peru's announce-

meat of a resumption of diplomatic relstions with Spain, a move
likely to be seconded by other Latin American stetes. Pemu's
-declaretion based action on the feot the 1947 GA 4id not reaffim
its recomaendationsz of 1946 and the SC had removed the nmatter from
its agenda. The 1947 Spanish relplution was merely a diluted
- expression of aloofness, but certainly warrented no resumption

of relations. Peru's second reason undoudbtedly referred to the
recent attempt, apparently by the USSR, to place the question oan
the SC agenda. Thle effort failed sinoe there had been no

oh in the i:ioturo to warrant disouuion of the case:. The 1948
GA, homever 11 prodably witness a violent discussion on Spain
ninoo the uésa 1s unlikely to pass up the propeganda advantases
to be derived from another attack on the Franco regime.

- o -
 Westerm n labor conso 1 ates its QEEC . More
- vigorous trsde union gart. clpation in vork © e OEEC was
foreshadowed last week in London when delegates to the 1S-~nation

Trade Union Advisory Committee (TUAC) voted to establish a Paris
office to work with OEEC. Through this office, to be headed by
Leon Jouhsux, Force Ouvriére chief, the TUAC will direct an
aggressive campaign to ocounteract 6omun1ub propagande and to
sebotage the Europsan Recovery Program. This TUAC move, halled

- by A¥YL delegates as providing the nucleus of a Western European-
American front against Communist-controlled European lador, has
already elicited an stteck by the Soviet press which charged -
Amerioen labor with attempting to set up a ri.val to the World
l‘odorutlon or Trade Unions.

-5-
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the U Sonoerned over the diffieulty of maresing thelr
growiag ooal export surpluses in Burops and attribtute this

diffioulty largely to the competition of the US, The UK, unable
% dispose of 830,000 tons of low quality ocel, belisves im-

&n mntrio:'.zr-ror the higher quality of UB coal, and

fore recommends that the US allcocate coal to pe only

after full utilisation of exieting Buro surplusés. Polani

812 has suggested this ocourse im the EOE. One difficulty has
deed ths high prioe ¢f UK end Polish eoal, dut UK sxperts feel
Buropesn prioce objections mey in fact be motivated by & desire !
to get US ocoal "free” under the ERP. Both nations have indiceted
Sems willingness to deliver coal st less than the US ocost. -

asiders dbrekn : gt uotionisn. UN Trusteeship

ogates, oconduoting th 'St annual review of reports -

from administering trust powers, uylgply breakes t0 the so~far-
successful Soviet efforts to exploit the Council es a forum for
prO @ on colonial issues. A greatly dmm rtionate |
amount of time has desn taken up dy propagandistio. questions and
comments by the Eoviet representstive. US delegate Sayre o
consequently asked how the TC, which considered only three reports )

- this session, oan be eoted t0 examine end report to the GAon

. six oy seven at the n session. Proposale have been made for
reducing the time for questioning speo &l representatives of the
sdninistering powers. To obtain majority support for such
limitation may prove diffioult, however, since Soviet attacks
have inoreesingly tended to split the ‘%G into two voting blocs
(administering and mon-administering powers) and any proposals
lisiting the right to question the special re resentatives woulad
prodadly be opposed dy all of the non-sdministering powers.

' ‘ | reiugee prodlems oclaim that while the
International Refugee Orgenisation may assist any eligidle
refugees, irrespective of location, its limited bdudget would x
g:ob.bl: preclude effeotive aid to the Arad refugees in the Middle

st. Meamwhile the UK EC appeal for Ared refugee aid was tosssd
back to the Palestine Mediator and the prodlem remdins, as hither-
tofore, unsolved. : S ' :
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